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I]\TROBUCTIO]V. 



It appears by the Scripture^ of truth, that in the 
morning of the gospel dispensation, the apostles and 
believers in Christ, found it expedient to meet to- 
gether for the purpose of diyine worship, and for 
the promotion of the cause of righteousness; mani- 
festing a godly care for the preservation one of 
another, that all might walk by the same rule, and 
mind the same thing, answerable to that precept of 
our Lord, " One is your master, even Christ ; and all 
ye are Brethren," 

But in succeeding times, the usefulness of these 
ineetings was mqch lessened by certain men, with 
selfish and sinister views, .assuming authority, and 
exercising lordship over the flock. It, however, 
pleased the Almighty, after a long night of apostacy, 
to bring many out of that darkness which had over- 
spread the professors of the, Christian religion, and 
in process of tinae to gather iis to be a people, (dis- 
tinguished by peculiar principles and testimonies, 
which we believe to be consonant with the true 
meaning of the Scriptures, and the teachings of the 
Holy Spirit. 

Agreeably to the practice of the primitive Chris- 
tians, we believe it to be our duty, not only to ipcet 
together for the worship of God, but also for the 
exercise of a Christian care over each other, for the 
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preservation of all in unity of faith and practice. 
For this important end, and as an exterior hedge of 
preservation against the temptations and dangers to 
which we are exposed, the following Rules of Dis- 
cipline are adopted for the government of Friends, 
overseers, and meetings, with a view that in the ex- 
ercise thereof, the unfaithful, the immoral, and the 
libertine professors may be seasonably reminded of 
their danger and of their duty ; as well as of the la- 
bor which in gospel love hath' been from time to time 
bestowed for their help and recovery ; and that such 
as continue to reject the convictions of truth, and the 
counsel of their brethren, and refuse to be reclaim- 
ed, may be made sensible that they themselves' are 
the sole cause of their separation from our reli- 
gious fellowship and communion. For when any, 
by their inconsistent or disorderly conduct, or by 
imbibing and adopting principles and practices con- 
trary to the doctrines which we hold, have first 
openly manifested iheir disunity with the society, it 
is just and requisite, that after endeavoring to re- 
store them without effect, the body should testify 
its disunity with such erring and refractory mem- 
bers ; at the same time earnestly desiring that they 
may be convinced Of the error of their ways, and 
that through unfeigned repentance, and a consist- 
ent orderly conduct in future, they may be reunited. 
This being the utmost extent of our discipline re- 
specting offenders, it is very evident that from the 
right' exercise thereof, no degree of persecution or 
imposition can be justly inferred ; for the imposition 
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would rest entirely on the part of those who might 
insist on being retained as members, whilst at open 
variance with the body, either in principle or practice. 

In the administration of the Discipline, it is our 
duty to treat with offenders in tenderness and love, 
agreeably to apostolic advice, " Brethren j^ if a man 
," be overtaken in a fault, ye which arc spititual, re- 
" store such an one in the spirit of meekness; con- 
" sidering thyself, lest thou also be tempted." And 
according to gospel order, " if thy brother shall tres- 
" pass against thee, go and fell him his fault between 
"thee and him alone; if he shall hear thee, thou 
" hast gained thy brother ; but if he will not hear 
" thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in 
" the mouth of two or three witnesses every word 
" may be established ; and if he shall neglect to hear 
" them, tell it unto the Church ; but if he neglect to 
" hear the Church, let him be unto thee as a heathen 
" man and a publican.". 

For the more regular and effectual support of 
the order of the Societyj besides the usual meet- 
ings for the purpose of divine worship, others for 
the exercise of our Discipline are instituted, subor- 
dinate to each other ; as, First — Preparative Meet- 
ings, which commonly consist of the members of a 
meeting for worship ; Secondly, Monthly Meetings, 
which generally consist of several Preparative Meet- 
ings ; Thirdly,Quarterly Meetings, consisting of sev- 
eral Monthly Meetings ; and Fourthly, The Yearly 
Meeting, consisting of all the Quarterly Meetings. 
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These Meetings have distinct allotments of ser- 
vice; and experience has abundantly shown, that 
when they are attended in humility and the fear of 
the Lord, with a single eye to his honor, and the 
benefit and edification one of another, they do not 
require man to preside in them ; being favored 
with spiritual aid arid direction from the Holy Head, 
by which Friends are preserved in harmony and 
Christian condescension. It is, thei-efore, the indis- 
pensable duty of Friends, in their meetings for the 
exercise of the Disciplido, humbly to wait for divine 
mfluence, which will endue with patience, and 
qualify them in their several stations and move- 
ments, to build up one another in "that faith which 
"works by love to the purifying the heart." 

"Finally, Brethren, whatsoever things are true, 
" whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things 
" are jtist, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever 
" things are lovely, whatsoever thikgs^ axe of good 
" report; if there be any virtue, and, if there be any 
" praise, think on these things." 
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Friends are affectionately and pressingly advised 
duly to attend all our public meetings held fof the 
solemn purpose of divine vrorship ; and carefully to 
avoid permitting any slight pretence or \Vorldly busi- 
ness to occasion their absence from them ; 6r induce 
tkem to leave their children, or those placed under 
their care, engaged in their temporal concerns ; bear- 
ing in remembrance, that the solemn inquiry w^iH be 
made, What hast thou done with those lambs commit- 
ted to thy care ? Happy will it be for those who feel 
the supporting evidence, that they have endeavored, 
in preference to all other concerns, to train them up 
in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. 

When assembled, Friends should be diligent in 
waiting upon the Lord with fervent desires to be 
favored with the enjoyment of his life-giving pre- 
sence, and to be preserved from wandering thoughts, 
and from a lukewarm and drowsy state. Thus, ten- 
der-hearted inquirers would be encouraged to come 
and partake in our solemn assemblies, of that in- 
ward and spiritual refreshment, which is at times 
graciously imparted to the souls of the humbly de- 
voted ; who are taught by experience, that faithful- 
ness in devoting time to the attendance of religious 
meetings, qualifies to fulfil, with more propriety, 
the duties they owe to God, to their families, and to 
mankind. 
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Those who frequently neglect, or do not season- 
ably attend our religious meetings, or go out and in, 
unnecessarily, or otherwise disturb them, should be 
cautioned and admonished : and parents and heads 
of families are exhorted to have a religious care, in 
these respects., over their children, and those who 
are under their tuition. 

When any so manifest their want of love to God, 
and the unity of the brethren, as to continue to neg- 
lect the attendance of our religious meetings, and 
disregard the repeated advice of Friends, with re- 
spect to this incumbent duty, they are to be treated 
with by the monthly meeting to which they be- 
long, and disowned if their cases should appear to 
require it. 
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Meetings for Discipline having by long experi- 
ence been found of manifest benefit, to those who are 
concerned to attend them, as well as to the Society 
at large, Friends are entreated to be diligent in this 
important duty, and to encourage the attendance of 
the youth. 

Meetings for Discipline are subordinate and ac- 
countable in the following manner ; preparative 
meetings to the monthly meeting ; monthly meetings 
to the quarterly meeting; and quarterly meetings to 
the yearly meeting. 

No quarterly meeting is to be set up or discon- 
tinued, but by the yearly meeting; no monthly meet- 
ing, but by the quarterly meeting ; no preparative 
meeting, or a meeting for worship, but by the monthly 
meeting, with the approbation of the quarterly meet- 
ing : and if at any time the yearly meeting be dis- 
satisfied with the proceedings of any of the said 
meetings, or a quarterly meeting with the proceed- 
ings of any of its monthly meetings, or a monthly 
meeting with the proceedings of any of its prepara- 
tive meetings ; they are to render a full and clear 
account when required. 

Each established meeting for worship should be a 
preparative meeting, except in cases where a quar- 
terly meeting shall judge it inexpedient. 
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Business from persons not of our Society, should be 
brought to the preparative meeting, by the overseers. 

As the use and design of preparative meetings are, 
in general to prepare business for monthly meetings, 
Friends should be careful not to occasion unnecessary 
delay : and preparative meetings are not to receive or 
disown members, nor decide in any case wl|ich ought 
to claim the attention of monthly meetings : and 
each preparative meeting shou,ld keep a record .of its 
proceedings. 

After the case of an offender is brought to a meet- 
ing, jie is not to attend any of our meetings for Dis- 
cipline. 

Each monthly meeting should appoint a treasurer, 
who is to keep a regular account of all moneys 
received and paid on behalf of the meeting. 

Monthjy roeeUpgs should carefully endeavor to 
conclude such business as may come befpr/e them, 
without unnecessary delay ; but should a monthly 
meeting find a subject too weighty or difficult, to de- 
cide upon, it may be removed to the, quarterly meet- 
ing, and in like-manner, after due care, the quar- 
terly meeting may remove it to the yearly meeting ; 
except in a case where the privileges of an iadivid- 
uaJ member are concerned, so as to affect his right 
of appeal ; in such an instance, provided a monthly 
meeting cannot decide, it may inform the quarterly 
meeting, that a subject is before it, in which it desires 
assistance ; and the quarterly meeting should appoint 
a committee,, to sit with and ossist the monthly meet- 
ing, and repojEt .their attendance : the merits p/ the 
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case not to be adverted to, either in their report, or 
in the application of the monthly meeting. 

Records should be made in every monthly and 
quarterly meeting, of such matters as come before, 
and are determined by them ; and they should, in 
all cases, contain a clear and explicit narrative. 
Minutes and reports which are sent from one meet- 
ing to another, should be signed by the Clerk. 

Business from preparative to monthly meetings, 
and from monthly to quarterly meetings, should, in 
general, be read at the opening of the respective 
meetings to which it is forwarded ; together with the 
minutes of the preceding monthly or quarterly meet- 
ing. 

If any quarterly meeting request the records or 
minutes of another quarterly meeting, or any monthly 
meeting those of another monthly meeting, it is 
directed that copies of such records or minutes, be 
accordingly communicated to the meeting request- 
ing them. 

It is advised, that, in general, two representatives 
be appointed by each preparative meeting, to attend 
the monthly meeting, unless the monthly meeting 
be composed of only one prepariative meeting : and 
that each monthly meeting appoint two or more re- 
presentatives to attend the quarterly meeting ; and 
a suitable number of representatives should be ap- 
pointed by each quarterly meeting, to attend the 
yearly meeting. Representatives are to present to 
the meetings they are appointed to attend, such busi-^ 
ness as shall be given them in charge, which shall be 
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in writing. It is earnestly desired, that representa- 
tives weightily consider the importance of their ap- 
pointment, and endeavor to keep under a lively sense 
of the interesting concerns which may have exercised 
superior meetings, that they may be enabled to com- 
municate them in a suitable manner to the meetings 
by which they were appointed. 

Committees should enter seasonably on the busi- 
ness of their appointment, and agree on a report, 
to be made verbally by one of their number, or in 
writing, if the case require it ; and when' they re- 
port the' business unaccomplished, they should offer 
reasons therefor, that the meeting ma:y be satisfied 
there has been no unprofitable delay. 
' When Friends appointed to services are prevented 
from attending to them, (and ;it is expected that 
nothing but sickness, or other extraordinary cause, 
will prevent them,) they should render an account 
thereof to the meeting appointing them ; and, if they 
are representatives, they are also to render an ac- 
count to the meeting which they were appointed to 
attend. And it is advised, that Friends do not unne- 
cessarily withdraw from their meetings, until the 
businiess be finished. 

Those who give way to gleeping in meetings, 
should not be employed in the service of the Society. 

Lest the progress of truth in our religious Society 
be obstructed by injudicious appointments to ser- 
vices in the Church, Friends are advised to be 
weighty in their nominations ; that spiritually mind- 
ed persons, concerned to walk consistently with 
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their profession, may be separated to the service 
of the Society; for the right maintenance of our 
Christian discipline, in its various branches, very 
much depends on a solemn attention to tjie point- 
ings of divine wisdom therein. 

In order that our Christian discipline may be sup- 
ported agreeably to the design of its institution, it is 
important.that quarterly meetings should wait for the 
influence of the Spirit of Truth, that they may be 
qualified to administer such advice and assistance to 
monthly meetings, as circumstances shall require: 
and monthly meetings should also be. impressed -with 
the. necessity. of a. close attention to the tenor and 
spirit of. the Discipline ; as much depends on their 
care and concern for the support and maintenance of 
the wholesome regulations recommended for general 
use and practice. -, ., 

It is earnestly desired, that religiously concerned 
and active members in the Society, consider the need 
there is of faithfulness on their part, in discharging^ 
with diligence and circumspection, the trust commit- 
tedto them ; as the welfare of our religious Society, 
and the support of the various testimonies borne by 
it to the world, materially depend upon their devoted- 
ness to the Xprd's work and service. 
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As women's meetings for discipline have been of 
manifest advantage to our Society, it is earnestly- 
desired, that they may wait for the influence of the 
Spirit of Truth in their meetings, which will qualify 
them for a faithful discharge of duty, in that part of 
the discipline of the Church which properly apper- 
tains to them. And for this purpose, preparative, 
monthly, quarterly, and yearly meetings, of women 
Friends,: having been established, are to be held at 
the same times and places as meetings of the same 
denomination by men Friends : and in all the cases 
which shall properly claim their attention, the same 
rules of government and method of proceeding are 
to be adopted by them, as are directed for the 
regulation of men's meetings; except that it is 
not thought necessary for women's moatlily meet- 
ings to record marriage and removal certificates, or 
the lists of births and deaths : but they are to hand 
to the men's recorder such certificates for that 
purpose. 

They are to make seasonable collections for 
the relief of the poor of their sex ; and should their 
own funds be inadequate to afiford competent relief, 
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they are to apply to the men's meeting, or to its 
overseers of the poor, for assistance. 

And it is advised that men and women be ready in 
all their meetings for discipline, to afford advice and 
assistance to e^.ch other, in all cases when requested, 
or it may appear hept. 
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Whek the preparative meeting of Ministers and 
Elders, constituted as hereafter directed, is united in 
proposing to the monthly meeting for discipline the 
consideration of acknowledging a Friend a Minister, 
it is to inform the quarterly meeting of Ministers 
and Elders. If the quarterly meeting concur with 
the proposal, it is to give information to the monthly 
meeting of which the Friend is a member. Should 
both the men's and women's monthly meetings, after 
due and weighty deliberation, and the necessary 
attention of a joint committee, unite in approving 
the ministry of the Friend proposed ; they are to 
inform the preparative meeting of Ministers and 
Elders. The Friend is then to be a member of the 
meeting of Ministers and Elders, and information is 
to be forwarded to the quarterly meeting of Ministers 
and Elders. 

The Monthly Meetings shall once in three years, 
and oftener if circumstances require, appoint a joint 
committee of men and women Friends, to consider 
of and report the names of two or more Friends of 
each sex, to fill the station of Elders. And when 
reported, a joint committee of men and women 
Friends is to be appointed to consider objections, if 
any should be made, and report to the succeeding 
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meeting. If no objection should appear, each meet- 
ing is then to consider deliberately, the appointment 
of its own sex; and when united with, the names 
are to be reciprocally submitted for the consideration 
of the other meeting ; and if approved they are to be 
considered members of the meeting for Ministers and 
Elders, until the expiration of the triennial term, 
unJess sooner released ; and information thereof 
shall be communicated to the preparative meeting 
of Ministers and Elders. 

At each triennial appointment, those then in the 
station of Elders, are not, on that account, to be 
considered by the committee as ineligible. 

When Elders remove from one monthly meeting to 
another, they axe not to be recommended as Elders 
to the monthly meeting to which they remove^ 

No Friend shall travel abroad as a Minister, or 
appoint meetings, unless previously recommended by 
the monthly meeting ; but it is not hereby intended 
to debar a Friend, not recommended, from accompa- 
nying, in a short journey, a recommended Minister 
travelling in the ministry; or, in a more extensive 
one, if; he obtain the concurrence of the monthly 
meeting ; and, in a minute given him, nothing shQuld 
be mentioned relative to; his ministry. 

When a Minister has a religious concern to travel 
in the ministry, within the limits of the quarterly 
meeting to which he belongs, the approbation of 
both the men's and Avomen's m®nthly meeting should 
be obljained, except in appointing a few meetings 
neat home, iwhen the approbation,' of the Ministers 
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and Elders, collectively, will be sufficient : if his con- 
cern be to travel in other parts of the yearly meet- 
ing, a certificate or minute will be requisite, signed 
by the clerks of both the men's and women's meet- 
ings, unless, in making a visit in a neighboring quar- 
terly meeting, the monthly meeting should judge a 
minute unnecessary. 

Should a Minister have a concern to make an ex- 
tensive visit among those not of our Society, or a 
general visit in another yearly meeting, the concur- 
rence of the quarterly meeting is to be obtained, and 
endorsed on the monthly meeting's certificate, signed 
by the clerks ; unless from some peculiar circum- 
stances the monthly meeting should conclude that 
too great inconvenience would result from his wait- 
ing for the quarterly meeting ; the certificate of the 
monthly meeting is to be signed by the clerks, 
or by the meeting more at large, as the case may 
require. 

When a Minister has a concern to make a religious 
visit to Europe, or to other foreign parts, as the 
clearest evidence should be obtained in the under- 
taking, the concern, together with the certificates 
of the monthly and quarterly meetings, is to be laid 
before the yearly meeting of men and women 
Friends for its approbation, and, if that be obtained, 
a certificate thereof, signed by the clerks, should be 
given. 

As the performance of religious visits to families 
is a service, which, under right direction, has proved 
useful and instructive ; for the encouragement of 
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Ministers, it is advised, that those who have a con- 
cern to make a general visit of this kind, even in the 
monthly meeting to which they belong, should have 
the concurrence of the meeting ; and if the concern 
extend to the families in another monthly meeting, a 
minute of concurrence ought to be obtained. 

Should a Minister, when remote from home, on 
appointments of the yearly meeting, or meeting for 
sufferings, have a concern to appoint a few meetings, 
he is at liberty to proceed therein, after obtaining 
the approbation of the committee in company, to- 
gether with such other Friends as can be con-^ 
veniently consulted. 

In order to guard against impositions, Friends are 
advised, when strangers come am'dngst them in the 
capacity of Ministers, to see that they are furnished 
with minutes or certificates. 

Monthly meetings should take care that Friends, 
to whom certificates or minutes to travel have been 
granted, return them seasonably. 

As the occasion of our religious meetings is solemn, 
a care should be maintained to guard against every 
thing tending to disorder or interruption ; none are 
to oppose, in a religious meeting, a Friend when 
publicly speaking, whether he be a recommended 
Minister or not, whilst in unity as a member ; nor in 
time of prayer keep on the hat, nor show any re- 
markable dislike ; but should any Friend have objec- 
tions to what is delivered, he is to speak to the indi- 
vidual privately; previous to which, it is advised, 

that the dissatisfaction be communicated to one or 

4 
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mojre of ]tbe,^ldej§^far advice ^nd as^§|;an,ce, ; ^nt 
shpj|i4 any cc^ntinjie tp oppose a Fj:ipn.4 ^'ten pujj- 
Jicly speaking, aftpr bieing suitably labored ' witb, 
unless he make satisfaction, he ghould be disown- 
ed* ..,;--; ':-;■'■' 

Wh^n meetings are disturbed by impiropcr cominu- 
nicatipHS, it- should be jh,^ care of the Ministers and 
Elders to take suij^abk opportunities with thp, person 
who has givsn . caupe for cpncern, and to extend 
aflA'ice and counsel- as may appear necessary; and if 
hp continue to disturb, our meetings for worship, he 
.should bp, fur^l)e^ admonished ; and p;ro;vided the 
desired effect should not be produced, the eas?. should 
be lg.j^,d before, the, preparative meeting pf Ministers 
nnd Elders, that farther care may be extended; but 
ghpyj|i the Friend stijll persist therein, this meeting 
ought to lay it before the monthly meeting for disci- 
pline, which shpjjljd proceed to treat with, and disown 
\lipi, if it appear to be necessary. 

As much depends on the conduct and example of 
Ministers and Elders, meetings have bpen established 
anxong^t thpm for the purpose of examining whether 
they are all preserved in an exemplary walking, an-; 
swerable tp their station; where a^dvice and, caution 
may be administered^ for tjip, help and strength one 
of another, as may appear necessary: and with this 
vjjEsw- the following queries are recommended to be 
readi and. answered in them? 

Query I. Are Ministers and Elders diligent in atri 
tending, meetings for worship and discipline, and 
carefu) in bringing their fajnilies with them t 
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It Ate they carefifl^tO! Tabor honeMly to maintiEBh 
our Christian discipline in every ^art, and hot tb' 
screen ffieir bwn fainities from tfie'-operation of it ? -' 
III. Are Ministers careful to ministei*'ih the abrKty 
which truth gives ; ttj aitOfid'toneS^- uilbecomftig ges- 
tures', and enlarging th^ir' testithoniey go as to' be' 
burdensbnle ?' 

iV;' Are the Elders careful to ^ncouragfe' those 
who are yduh'g'in the ministry in the right line"?' and 
do they disbom*age those ivhbse coriinaunications do 
not proceed frorn right authority ? 

V. Are Ministers atid Elders preserved in love and 
unity one with another, and w'ith' the meetings to' 
Whieh they belong ? 

VI; Are they good examples in upfightii^sM and 
nibdteratioli ; and careful to train up their faimSlies in 
plainness of dress and simplicity of manners, becoiil- 
ing our religious profession ? ., 

Ministers and Elders aTel exhorted tb diii^Sll-in that 
life which gives ability to labor Successfally in thb' 
Church of Christ. 

The meetings of Ministers and Elders are eoHsti- 
tuted and held in the following manner, nainely : 

The Ministers and Eldfe^s of ea,ch monthly meeti^' 
ing are to meet once in three nionths, and compdse a 
preparative meeting' of Ministers and Elders ; unless; 
the quarterly meeting for discipline, frbnl softie pecu- 
liar circutnstanees, shduld judge it tElOst adviseable 
that it be constituted' of the Ministers and Elders of 
mbre than one monthly meeting ; and after "^btne* 
time spent in solid retirenient, they are to read the 
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aforesaid queries, and prepare answers suitable to 
their state. Each preparatiye meeting is to appoint 
a suitable , number of representatives to attend the 
quarterly meeting of Ministers and Elders, and to lay 
befpre it th^ answers to the queries, and such other 
business as the preparative meeting may direct. 
The quarterly meeting is composed of all the prepa- 
rative, meetings of Ministers and Elders, within the 
limits of the quarterly meeting for discipline ; and 
the queries, with the answers from the preparative 
meetings, are to be read in that meeting, aiid the sub- 
stance of them entered on its minutes; a summary 
of the answers received at the quarterly meeting 
preceding the yearly meeting, is to be sent by the re- 
presentatives to the yearly meeting of Ministers and 
Elders; by which an opportunity will be furnished, 
for the extension of such advice and care as may 
appear necessary. 

J. The meetings of Ministers and Elders are not to 
interfere with any part of the exerci^q of the disci- 
pline of the Church, appertaining to meetings for 
discipline. 

Preparative meetings of Ministers and Elders are 
desired to have a watchful care over the members of 
their meetings ; and should any of them, by negli- 
gerUce, unfaithfulness, or otherwise, lose their useful- 
ness, so as to render it adviseable that they should 
be'releEised from their stations, the said meetings, if 
their brotherly care toward themdonot produce the 
desired effect, are to put the cases in a way to come 
before the mORthly meeting, in order that they may 
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be released from being members of the meeting of 
Ministers and Elders, should the monthly meeting 
deem it necessary. 

When a .Friend shall travel with a minute of his 
monthly meeting, as companion to a Minister, he 
shall be^t liberty to attend the meeting of Ministers 
ajad Elders, although not a i]^enjber of that meeting. 

,As; the Author of all. Good continues from time to 
t^me to open amongst us the spring of living ministry, 
it is fervently desired, that Ministers and Elders may 
so dwell under the Divine influence, as to be enabled 
to discern when offerings proceed from the right 
source, and when they do not, and thus experience a 
qualification to^bc nursing fathers and mothers to 
those who are young in the ministry ; with gentleness 
and wisdom advising and encouring them to abide 
in, simple and patient submission to the will of God, 
and to' keep to the openings of Divine love in them- 
selves, in iOrd^r that they may witness a gradual 
growth in their gifts. 

Ministers and Elders are tenderly advised to watch 
over the flock in their respective places and stations,, 
evincing by their pious example, in conduct and con- 
versation, that they are faithfully devoted to support 
the testimonies of the blessed truth. 



niEETurc} FOR i$vffi:ri]Vos. 



Iw order tfikthb' yearly meeting, trith fts'sfe^dr^!' 
bl-atitefces, rtaigKt 'fre properly'r^'^ekeiitediti its iiter- 
vafe, a rilte^tiiig #as established in the ye^r I'TW/'by 
the isti&e' of the Meetittg for SufFering&; to niieef at 
^uch Ifimfe" ftttd' pfttbe as tftte yearly meetiiig may 
dii?fect.' ' ''■ '-''^■'^■>'"^' - - - 

-■ The fbltowilig dii-e'eti'OliM arfe tabe'6Bsertiedby the 
M'e6ting fdr Silfferihgs' : < 

1st. It shall keejJ miil'ttte'S' of its' pfocfe'edingfe, aidti' 
lay theth annually fie^foiHe the yearly nieeting'." 

2d. Twelve mfembferS^ shall coristitute a iii§fe!tiiig- 
cttpfabW ' of tran!saeting bilsitt^s^v -' i ^ - ' ' 

Siii' Foiir' Hieitibei^s ihay call' a ^pieefkl ' meetiiig 
when they shall judge it necessary;- *' 

4thi Provided' a vacianeybeeasioned by the de- 
cease or removal cff a niiember, the Meeting for Suf-* 
ferings is td ilotify the yearly meeting of such death 
or removal, in drdfer that the vacanijy may be filled 
up by a new appdllltifi^nt. ' ^ 

The services .confided to the Meeting for Suffer- 
ings, are, 

1st. In general, to represent the yearly meeting, 
and to act on its behalf, in cases where the interest 
or reputation of our religious Society may render it 
necessary. 
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2d. To have the oversight and inspection of all 
manuscripts proposed to be printed, relating to our 
religious principles or testimonies, and to advise or 
discourage the publication of them, at their discre- 
tion. 

3d. To inspect and ascertain titles to land, or other 
e^l^tes, belonging^ to any of our meetings ; a^ to 
^L^tend to tljke apppopriajtioR of ch^rit^blp, legacies ^ii<i 
4pna,tions. . 

4t^ To receive froni the quairterly mee1jii;igs, such 
memoj^ials concerning deceased yrieud|? ^Pr §|iall be 
forwardgdj that, after the necessary inspection and 
Cori:ect^,Ofl,, th^y mayb? laid ^^.for€^ tb^ yearly meet- 
ings ; u^ess, in some cases, the, Meeting far Suffer- 
ings ^^io«,ld, qii solid, 9pn^i(J^rfttion,j^^ge/ it ^Biexpe- 
dient, 

5th. To extend; such advice and a^sf^t^nce to per^^ 
sons under sufferings for our testimonies, as their 
cases may require ; and to. apply to the govepijflaqnt, 
or persons in. authority, on these andiOthesr occasions, 
as they may judge npeessary : and they are author- 
ized to draw on the treasurer of the yearly meeting 
foi! the expenses incurjred in the performajice of the 
various duties committed to their charge. 

They may correspoiid as occasion: J reqjiires, with 
other Meetings for Sufferings. 

Members of any other Meeting for SufreringSj are 
at liberty to, attend; liie sittings of thisr meeting. 



OTBRSEERS. 



AttHOTiGtH it is the duty of every faithful member 
of our Society, to advise and admonish thosei who are 
guilty of unbecoming or disorderly conduct'^ yet that 
• it may not be overlooked or neglected, it should be 
more particularly the business of overseers ; vyho, it 
is desired, may treat wjth them, in the spirit of meek- 
ness and restoring love, patiently endeavoring to 
instruct and advise them ; but should their labor prove 
ineffectual, the preparative meeting should, in diie 
season, be informed of the cases, that, if necessary, 
they may be laid before the monthly meeting. 

Two or more faithful and judicious Friends should 
be appointed by the monthly meeting to be overseers 
in each preparative meeting ; who ought to exercise 
a tender and vigilant care over their fellow members, 
that if any thing contrary to the harmony and good 
order of our religious society appear, it may be sea- 
sonably attended to. 

Although it is considered necessary th&.t overseers 
should be invested with some discretionary pdwer, 
yet as the reputation 6f the Society may somi^tiines 
suffer by their retaining cases too longhand as offend- 
ers may not be benefitted by the indulgence, overseers 
are advised to a due and careful consideration of the 
important trust committed to them, and of the re- 



OVERSEERS. 25 

sponsibilily of their station, that cases may not be 
unseasonably kept from the meeting. 

Monthly meetings are earnestly desired, to give 
weighty attention to the pointings of Wisdom, in 
their choice for this important service in the Church ; 
that those may be appointed, whose concern for the 
support of our Christian testimony, in its various 
bor^PGh^s, may tend to the preservation of good order. 

As great care and deliberation are necessary jn 
appointing overseers, it is advised, as a safe and pru- 
dept step, that monthly meetings appoint a commi^r 
tee, to take the subject into consideration ; and, at the 
succeeding m^jeting, to propose such Friends as they 
may agree upon, to fill the station in each preparar 
tive mfeeting, and the names should be separately 
proposed and considered. 



QUERIES. 



The nine following Queries are to be distimitly 
read and deliberately considered, in each preparative, 
and hidnthly meeting, preceding each quarterly meet- 
ing, in order that Friends may be led to an individual 
examination, whether their practice is consistent with 
their profession ; and that Ministers, Elders, Over- 
seers, and other religiously concerned Friends, may 
be excited to discharge their duty faithfully, in ad- 
ininistering counsel and admonition, tending to the 
piromotion of vigilance and care, in the exercise of 
our Christian discipline. ' 

In order to convey to each quarterly, meeting a 
general account of the state of our Society, full and 
explicit answers are to be given, by each preparative 
meeting preceding the monthly meeting, which pre- 
cedes the quarterly meeting, to the first, second, 
third, fourth, and ninth queries, three times in the 
year ; and these answers are to be digested in the 
monthly meeting, and sent to the quarterly meeting ; 
where they are in like manner to be read and con- 
sidered : and once in the year, namely, in the prepa- 
rative, and monthly meetings, before the quarterly 
meeting, which precedes the yearly meeting, the first 
nine queries are in like manner to be read and con- 
sidered ; and each of them is to be particularly and 
distinctly answered, and the answers to be forwarded 
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as before directed ; in order to convey to the yearly 
meeting a clear account of the state of society. 

The tenth query is to be read and answered, in the 
monthly and quarterly meetings preceding the yearly 
meeting. 

First Query. Are Friends careful to attend all our 
meetings for religious worship and discipline ; is the 
hour observed ; and are they clear of sleeping and of 
all other unbecoming behaviour in them ? 

Second Query. Are love and unity maintained as 
becomes brethren ; if differences arise, is due care 
taken speedily to end them ; and do Friends avoid 
and discourage, tale-bearing and detraction ? 

Third Query. Are Friends careful to keep them- 
selves, their own, and other Friends' children under 
their care, in plainness of speech, behaviour, and ap- 
parel ; and do they endeavor, by example and pre- 
cept, to train them up in a life and conversation con- 
sistent with our Christian profession ? and do they 
extend a due care in these respects, towards others 
under their tuition ? 

Fourth Query. Do Friends avoid the unnecessary 
use of spirituous liquors, frequenting taverns, and 
attending places of diversion ? 

Fifth Query. Are the circumstances of the poor, 
and of those who appear likely to require assistance, 
duly inspected; is relief seasonably afforded them, 
and are they advised and assisted in such employ- 
ments as they are capable of; and are their children, 
and all others under our care, instructed in school- 
learning tO; fit them for business ? >/ . 
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Sixth Qu^ry. Do any aocomplish their ifti£ii*itig% 
by the assistance of a priest, or do any attend a tasit- 
rifegCj s6 accompUshed ? * "^' 

Seventh Query. Are Friends clear of bearing arms> 
of complying with mihtary requisitions, and of pay- 
ing any fine or ta.k in lieu thereof? 

Eighth Quer5^ Are there any deficient in perform- 
ing their premises, or pa.ying their just debts ; do 
any extend their business beyond their ability to 
iManage as beeofties our religious profession ; and are 
those who give occasion fot fea,r on those accounts, 
timely la;boi?ed with, for their preservation aild re- 
covery ? 

~ Ninth Query. Ig ca^e takefl Seasonably to deal 
"with offenders, in the spirit of meekness, and agreea- 
bly to our discipline ? 

Tenth Query* "Are the answers to the queries, for- 
warded fey Subordinate to superior meetingSj the sub- 
stance of, and founded on, the answers firOin the pre- 
parative meetings ? 



The following advice^ are to be read and carefully 
attended to, in the preparative, monthly, and quarterly 
meetings, after the queries are answered ? 
•- Friends are earnestly advised frequently to read 
the Scriptures of Trlith, aftd to encourage the prac- 
tice in others. " ' 

They are also pressingly desired to guard against 
the corrupt conversation of the world ; to avoid read- 
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ing pernicious books, and to prevent the introduction 
of them into their famiUes ; to observe due moidera- 
lion at marriages, in the furniture of their houses, in 
their manner of living, and on all other occasions ; 
and to inspect frequently the state of their tettipotal 
affairs. 

Due care should be taken that all our members are 
clear of being concerned in lotteries ; that no child- 
ren are placed out contrary to discipline ; that the 
necessary care is extended respecting certificates of 
removal ; and that non« of our members are con- 
cerned in illegal trade, or in dealing in prize goods : 
and Friends are pressingly advised, not to violate our 
testimony against war in any respect. It is also 
affectionately desired, that when any Friends are 
brought into suffering on this account, they may 
manifest a disposition Comporting with our Christian 
profession. It is also affectionately recommended^ 
that we duly consider, whether by dealing in, or con- 
suming the produce of the labor of slaves, we are 
not supporting and encouraging the system of sla- 
very : and we tenderly solicit a scrupulous attention 
to the manifestations of duty in relation to this im- 
portant subject* 



The following advices are to be read once a year, 
in the preparative, monthly, a^d quarterly meetings, 
preceding the yearly meetiiig. 
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Marriage implies union, as well in spiritual as tem- 
poral concerns. While the parties differ in religious 
principles, they stand disunited in the main point ; 
even in that which should increase and confirm their 
mutual happiness, and render them helpmates and 
blessings to each other. Where it is otherwise, the 
reciprocal obligation, into which they have entered, 
frequently becomes their burden. With whatever 
felicity they have flattered themselves in the begin- 
ning, they may find themselves disappointed by the 
uneasiness accompanying their minds, and embitter- 
ing their enjoyments. The situation of the offspring 
of such connexions is also to be lamented : attached 
by nature to both parents, it often renders them un- 
fixed in principle, and unsettled in practice. 

When, therefore, it is apprehended that any are 
likely to form unsuitable connexions in marriage, it 
becomes the duty, not only of parents, but also of 
overseers, and other concerned Friends, as soon as 
may be, in a gentle, tender manner, to labor with 
them, and endeavor to show them the inconsistency 
and danger of such connexions. 

It is also earnestly recommended, that parents, and 
those who have the important charge of educating 
youth, instruct them early in the principles of Truth, 
and impress their minds with the necessity of re- 
ligiously observing them : and as it is by the imme- 
diate teaching and influence of the Holy Spirit, that 
acceptable worship is performed, and gospel ministry 
brought forth ; as this powerful principle is the es- 



QUERIES. 31 

sential qualification for the work, and as the gift is 
divine, the service is freely and faithfully to be per- 
formed, without any view to reward from man. We 
therefore earnestly recommend, that Friends should 
not deviate from ojir principles in this respect, so far 
as to employ a priest in the case of a marriage, or 
in any other way to contribute to the support or en- 
couragement of a hireling ministry. 

Friends should avoid all contention and personal 
reflections in our meetings for discipline; and be 
careful to keep out of heats and doubtful disputa- 
tions ; that they may be conducted in the peaceable 
spirit and wisdom of Jesus, with decency, forbear- 
ance, and love, to each other, 



TREATIITO WITH OFFEWBERS. 



It is, advised that, offenders be Seated with ip a 
Christian spirit, ajid in the persuasive language of 
]ove and teaderness ; that the evil of their conduct 
may be kid; before tbena, in order to bring thejm to 
a seifte of it in themselves, aad, to promote their res- 
toration. 

Although those who transgress ahottld roanifeiti a 
spirit of opposition, yet we ought patiently and 
meekly to instruct and advise them, that we may not 
only have the reward of peace in ourselves, but that 
it may so affect the spirits of those spoken to, as to 
make them sensible that we have performed a Chris- 
tian duty, and an office of brotherly love towards them. 
If any reject this tender labor, the overseers are to 
acquaint the preparative meeting thereof, in order, if 
necessary, that the case may be forwarded to the 
monthly meeting; that further care may be taken, 
according to our established rules ; and notice should 
be given to the party, when it can reasonably be 
done, previous to its being laid before the prepara- 
tive meeting. 

In all cases, when it appears to a monthly meet- 
ing, that the necessary labor has been bestowed on 
an offending member, and it apprehends it right that 
he should be disowned, the monthly meeting is to 
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appoint a committee, to have a suitable interview with 
him, to inform him of the judgment of the meeting ; 
furnish him with a copy of the complaint against 
him, if required, and acquaint him with his privilege 
of appealing. : i , 

On this interesting occasion, it is particularly ne- 
cessary, that the committee should take a solid oppor- 
tunity with the individual, and endeavor to leave him 
in a tender disposition of mind. 

For the maintenance of our testimony against war, 
as well as against matters which are publicly known 
to be scandalous or inconsistent, monthly meetings 
arc to be at liberty, to disown members who have 
been guilty of such misconduct, and afterwards ab- 
scond or depart from among us, and thus deprive 
Friends of an opportunity of discharging the care 
they might otherwise extend. 

When a person commits an offence, within the 
verge of a monthly meeting where he resides, but of 
which he is not a member by the rules of settlement, 
the overseers of that meeting are to treat with him, 
provided they are satisfied that he is a member of 
our society, and if the case be of such a nature, that 
it ought to bo laid before a meeting for discipline, 
they are to inform the overseers of the meeting of 
which he is a member ; unless the distance be so 
great that there is danger of reproach being brought 
upon our religious profession by the delay, when 
they are to lay the case before the meeting where he 
resides; and this meeting is to proceed to treat with, 
and, if the nature of the case require it, disown him, 

6 
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assA the monthly meeting which disowned him, shall 
imfinediatfely gi¥B notice thereof to the monthly meet- 
iog where he^ previously belonged. 

Should any member of our Society become die^ 
satisfied with retaining his right of membership, he 
is to be released on his application to the monthly 
meeting, in writing ; if, after the necessary care of a 
committee, in his case, he shall still desire it; but no 
such release is to be granted to any member whose 
Qonduct, renders him liable to be dealt with, as a dis- 
orderly person. 



appi:ai.s. 



If any person be dissatisfied with the judgment .of 
a monthly meeting, he may, after being informed 
thereof, notify the first or second meeting, (but no 
other,) of his intention to appeal to the next ensuing 
quarterly meeting ; which notification the monthly 
meeting should enter on its minutes, and appoint 
four or more Friends to attend the quarterly meet- 
ing, with copies of the minutes relative to the case, 
and give such explanations as may be necessary. 

The quarterly meeti'ng is to refer the subject to a 
committee, (omitting the members of the monthly 
meeting appealed from,) who are carefully and de- 
liberately to consider the case, and report their judg- 
ment respecting it ; and the quarterly meeting shall 
confirm or reverse the judgment of the monthly 
meeting, as, on impartial deliberation, shall appear 
to be right, and inform th« appellant of the result. 

Should the appellant be dissatis^fied wifth the jiirdg^ 
ment of the ^juarteriy meeting, and notify IJhe next 
quarterly meeting, or the one succeeding it, (but not 
afterwards,) of his intention to apply to the yearly 
meeting for a further hearing, the quarterly meeting 
should record the notification, and appoint four or 
more Friends to attend the yearly meeting, with 
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copies of the monthly and quarterly meetings' 
minutes in the case ; and the decision of the yearly 
meeting shall be final. 

Appellants have a right to be present in the quar- 
terly and yearly meetings, during the appointment of 
the committee, to judge in their cases ; and objec- 
tions which they may then make, to persons nominated 
on the committee, are to be .*U<.iiJi.i.l-lu. C(nft^<-£:^^Ji^'^e^ 



^ ^^ 
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If any member of our Society should be guilty of 
gross or notorious crimes, or such other disorderly 
and indecent practices as occasion public scandal, 
he should be speedily labored with by the monthly 
meeting, and if he cannot be brought to a proper 
sense of his misconduct;, he should be disowned. 



WAR. 



Consonant with the precepts and doctrines of the 
gospel, which breathes peace on earth and good will 
towards men, we have found it to be our indispensa- 
ble duty, to bear a faithful testimony against war : 
it is, therefore, affectionately enjoined on the mem- 
bers of our Society, to demean themselves, on all 
occasions, in a Christian and peaceable manner, 
demonstrating to the world, that they are uniform 
in professon and practice. Friends are earnestly 
advised not to unite with any, directly or indirectly, 
in a way calculated to promote the spirit of war, or 
which may encourage or strengthen them therein ; 
to avoid engaging in any business tending to promote 
war, underwriting on armed vessels, or being con- 
cerned in any company, where such insurance is 
made, or shipping, or ordering goods shipped, in 
armed vessels. 

But should members of our Society be so unmind- 
ful of our Christian testimony against war, as to 
bear arms, or actively comply with military requi- 
sitions, be concerned in warlike preparations, offen- 
sive or defensive, by sea or land, pay a fine, penalty, 
or tax, in lieu of personal service, deal in prize 
goods, directly or indirectly, or be concerned in pro- 
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moting the publication of writings which tend to ex- 
cite the spirit of war ; advice should be speedily 
given them ; and, after being tenderly treated with, 
in order to bring them to a sense of their error, in 
departing from this distinguishing testimony of the 
Society, unless they give satisfaction to the monthly 
meeting, they are to be disowned. 



OATHS. 



Our. testimony against oaths is in accordance with 
the following express and positive command of 
Christ ; " Ye have heard that it has been said by 
" them of old time, thou shalt not forswear thyself, 
" but shall perform unto the Lord thine oaths : but 
" I say unto you, swear not at all ; neither by 
" Heaven, for it is God's throne ; nor by the earth, 
" for it is his footstool ; neither by Jerusalem, for it 
" is the city of the great King ; neither shalt thou 
" swear by thy head, because thou canst not make 
" one hair white or black : but let your communica- 
" tion be yea, yea, nay, nay ; for whatsoever is more 
than these cometh of evil." — Matt. v. 33 to 37* 

This testimony, we also find, was clearly keld up 
and emphatically enjoined by the apostle James upon 
his Christian brethren : " But above all things, my 
" brethren, swear not ; neither by heaven, neither 
" by the earth, neither by any other oath ; but let 
" youx yae be yea, and your nay, nay, lest ye fall 
" into condemnation." — James v. 12. 

Believing that no argument can invalidate pro- 
hibitions, thus clear and positive, we are bound reli- 
giously to regard them. 
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But should any member of our Society so far dis- 
regard our testimony herein, as in any case to take 
or administer an oath, he should be labored with, 
and, unless he give satisfaction, disowned. 



SrATERT. 



iAs it l3ias,b©en,ajidcon.tinues to.be, the cppqern^of 
our Society, itO;>testify its disunity with , the, .practice 
of, enslaYing mankind ; if any. of our members ^hpuld 
be concerned in buying or , selling,, or , should give 
away or ,ti;ansfer: any person as a slave, in sjich n^an- 
ner as to. cause his service ,to,be. extended beyond th,e 
time limited by lawor custom, for otberpcrsons; and 
those, who acceptof such, gift or assignment, or hAld 
any descendants of slaves transferred in the manner 
beforerpentioned, or hire any from tthoge; who hpld 
them in bondage, ortakeithem by indenture,, OTothj^r- 
wise, unless their freedoni beifirst secured,'they ought 
to be speedily labored with, in a Christian spirit ; 
and if they cannot be brought to such a sense of their 
injustice, as to do whatever the monthly meeting 
should judge reasonable and necessary, to restore 
those injured persons to their natural and just right 
of liberty, they should be disowned. 

Friends are desired to avoid any act by which the 
right of slavery is acknowledged ; but it is not here- 
by intended to debar them from the exercise of be- 
nevolence toward those who are held in slavery. 

Friends who have youth of African descent under 

their tuition, are exhorted to treat them in a Christian 

7 
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manner, it being their religious duty to give them 
useful and necessary learning, to fit them for busi- 
ness, and to instruct them in morality and the prin- 
ciples of religion. 

The state of those who have been held as slaves 
by Friends, or by their predecessors, calls for serious 
inquiry and close examination, how far they are clear 
of withholding from them, or their descendants, that 
assistance which may be found to be their just right ; 
and the descendants of those Friends who have held 
them in bondage, are affectionately entreated to at- 
tend to the openings of duty on this subject. Even 
if no such obligations to this people existed amongst 
us, it is worthy of serious consideration whether there 
is any object of beneficence more deserving attention, 
than that of training up the youth of this injured part 
of the human family, in such virtuous principles and 
habits, as may render them useful and respectable 
members of the community. 



BISTILILED SPIRITUOUS I^iqUORS. 



In consideration of the corrupting and ruinous ef- 
fects occasioned by the importation, distillation, and 
sale of ardent spirits, which produce intemperance, 
and lead to the impoverishment of many, the injury 
of the constitutions and minds of many more, and the 
increase of vice and dissoluteness in the land, it is 
earnestly desired, that none of our members may 
contribute to this great evil, by being concerned in 
importing, distilling, or vending ardent spirits, or 
selling their grain, or other produce, for the purpose 
of distillation. 

Friends should carefully avoid vain and idle com- 
pany, tippling, and sipping drams, and strong drink ; 
for though such as are in these evil practices may not 
suddenly become drunkards, to the greatest degree, 
yet they are often led on to the greatest transgres- 
sions ; and even some who have had the good exam- 
ple of virtuous parents, have, from small beginnings, 
arrived to a shameful excess, to the reproach and ruin 
of themselves, and the great injury of their families. 

Friends are cautioned against a pernicious custom 
which has prevailed, of giving rum or other strong 
liquors, to excite people to bid at vendues to advance 
the price ; which, besides the injustice of the artifice, 
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leads to intemperance and disorder; and those of 
our members who are in trade, are cautioned against 
handing;, or suffering it to be handed to persons who 
come into their shops. But, if any shall so far dis- 
regard the concern of society, and the labor of their 
friends, as to continue in either of these practices, 
and cannot be brought to such a sense of their mis- 
conduct as to dfesist frOln it, they are to be disowned. 
Frieiids Etrie' earnestly advised tb'refraiti from any 
othef than a riiedicihstr like of distilled spirits. 



TAVERWS. 



The youth, as well as those of riper age, ar« cau- 
tioned against unnecessarily frequenting taverns, and 
other places of public resort; that they may naf bC' 
exposed to noisy company and-unprofitable conver- 
satioti, or betrayed into the use of strong liquors ; by 
which, ma.ny have been corrupted in principle and 
practice, to the ruin of themselves and their families^ 

If aii^ give way to these evil practices, they should 
be timely and' tenderly treated with^ in order to con- 
vince them of their danger; but if no fruits of ameild^ 
ment- appear, monthly meetings, after discharging 
their diity, should proceed- tO disovm them. 



oAimnro and ditersioivs. 



Friends are not to attend stage plays, horse races, 
places of music or dancing, or other places of diver- 
sion ; nor lay wagers, nor be concerned in lotteries, 
nor practice any other kind of gaming : but should 
a,ny be concerned in, or give way to, either of th^e 
pra.ctices, and they cannot after tender labpr in the 
spirit of restoring love, be brought to a due sense pf 
their misconduct, monthly meetings should manifest 
their disunion with them, by separating them from 
the Society. 

Friends are advised to be careful respecting the 
use of tobacqo, and particularly to ayo^d the public 
Use of it in streets, high roads, and other places of 
promiscuous resort; and it is recommended to our 
youth, in an especial manner, io refrain from this 
unnecessary practice, which is so liable to become 
habitual, and injurious to health. 



DEFAMATIOIV AWI> l>ETRACTIO]V. 



When any are guilty of tattling, tale-bearing, re- 
proaching, or speaking evil of others, or busily med- 
dling with their affairs, when not concerned, tending 
to excite strife and discord, or cause disesteem 
amongst Friends or others, they are to be suitably 
treated with, and, if they do not make satisfaction 
therefor, they should be disowned. 

Friends are exhorted to act with due circumspec- 
tion, that, in their conversation and conduct amongst 
men, they may do nothing to the hurt or reproach of 
any ; and should a Friend hear of a scandalous and 
injurious report of another, he ought to discounte- 
nance it, by showing the reporter the evil and injus- 
tice thereof; and then, without further spreading it, 
he should go to the person whom it concerns, or 
advise him of it, that he may have an opportunity to 
clear himself, if innocent, or make satisfaction, if 
guilty ; and should this private labor prove ineffec- 
tual, the overseers ought to be informed, that he may 
be treated with consistently with our discipline. 



.HIBSI^llfiB SmflSTiBrT. 



As it is by the immediate teaching and influence 
of the Holy Spirit, that acceptable worship is per- 
cformed, and gospel ministry brought forth ; as this 
powerful influence is the essential qualification for 
the work; and as the gift is divine, the service is 
freely and faithfully to be performed, without any 
view to reward from man. 

Should any Friends be so regardless of this testi- 
mony, as to^ contribute ta the support of an hireling 
ministryj monthly meetings are to labor in love and 
tenderness to convince them of their error ; apd, if 
their endeavors prove ineflectual, and the offend- 
ers persist in their unfaithfulness, they are to;, be 
disowned. 



niARRIAGXiS. 



Young or unmarried persons, in membership with 
us, before they make any procedure with a view to 
marriage, should seek for right direction in this im- 
portant concern, should early acquaint their parents 
or guardians with their intentions, and wait for their 
consent ; by which they may be preserved from the 
dangerous bias of forward and uncertain affections. 
Proposals of marriage are to be presented in writ- 
ing, to the preparative meeting, of which the woman 
is a member, signed by the parties, in substance as 
follows : 

To the Monthly Meeting of- 

We, the subscribers, A. B. son of C. «fc D. B. and 
F. G. daughter of H. & I, G. purpose taking each 
other in marriage; which we hereby offer for the 
approbation of Friends. 

(^Signed,") 

A. B. 
F. G. 

And the said written pi'o|)osal is to be forwarded 
by the preparative to the monthly meeting, where 
the couple intending marriage shall not be required 
to attend personally to make their proposal. If no 

8 
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reasons appear to prevent it, their said intentions 
should be minuted, and inquiry made concerning 
consent of parents or guardjans ; whose consent 
should be either personally expressed, or sent to 
the monthly meeting in writing ; and it is advised 
that it be presented to the monthly meeting in 
which the^ proposal of pi3,r]^i?ig^ is first introdviced. 
S,|iQuld the parties 3 bS: r^enabejs of ope ipQqthly 
ineeting^ Wo, friends are to. be, appoiiited. to inquii;'^ 
into the man's clearness for proceeding in mayriaige j 
and 9. similar care ^fepwld tii$ taken by the -^^Jimen,'^ 
BEi,ee^ing, coneernipg tl^e womanr If sh,e be a yfid,QW, 
];iL^v4]^g Qhildrei^, two Q^r moirf> men Friends should 
a]^9i be E^pppinted tq s?e tliat tUeir :fighta a?« legally 

Should t|je f)artiea fee members of diflferent monthly 
meetings, the man, either at the first or gpcq^^ 
monthly meeting, is to proi^yp© ^ certificate from the 
Kfpnthly ineeting to \\'hich he bpjqpgs, expressive of 
}\\s, clearness from other li^e engagement^, 
QjAt the second pipnthly ipecting, they ^re t^ bp 
present, separately, in their ^-espective meetings, 
and should the committers report, that- there appears 
to be no obstruction to their proceeding, the meet- 
ing is to leave them at liberty to accomplish their 
marriage according to the order of our Society ; 
either ^t a public meeting of Friends, or at such pther 
S\iitable place, and at such time, as \\ie monthly meetr 
ing way ^pprpve ; but not on the first day of the 



M^ia-iages sbotild be &ccx»&|^ishea ^th a gravity 
atid weight feeGijfliing «hfe occasi'Ofi ; Mid the spaWies 
and otffeeis conceirfled, a4^ to e»eW5iS6 due 'e(a*'6 that 
no cause of iffepi-^nafeh take pla-ce hf any itotefflpe* 
iiatice Of disorderly coHfd^a'Ctvbwt that all eond^id; with 
tiiat order aad sobriety which become am ^eligieaa 
professiton. And for th« assistance *<!)f those imfiiedii- 
ateJy ooneemed, two men a!ad two women Friends 
are to be appointed, by the motetMy ttieetiilftgs t^ at' 
tend at the marriage ; and should they, o^r other 
Friends, observe any inconsistent e©u'duct,*the*^ ought 
as soon as <fhey conveniently ca'ft, to admonish those 
who are disorderly : and the Friends appointe^d to 
attend at the marriage, are to report to the next 
monthly meeting, w!h«ther it has been conducted ac- 
cording to good ord-er, and ivdiether lihe mawiage cer- 
tificate is haHded to the Recorder. 

Friends arc advised to avoi-d making eicpeBBive 
entertainments, and invitfcing llarge companies. 

If a member of our Society shall marry one not 
in membership with us, the overseers are to visit him 
op the account, and if sucj^i cOtPnexion appear to them 
Ifjiely to bring reproach upon our religious prqfes- 
sipn, they are to forward the case to th;e monthly 
meeting, for further care thejcein, and shall it appear 
to the monthly meetifig th^Lt the testimony of Truth 
require it, he is to be jdisowned- 

in order to prevent marritiges b^twjeen persons of 
too neaj- a kin, no marriage between first cousins, oj 
any as nearly related, shall be percnitted amo ngst us. 



$2 MARRIA&ES. 

Should persons, who are both members of our So- 
ciety, accomplish their marriage with each other, in 
any manner contrary to our established order, they 
should be treated with, and, unless they give satisfac- 
tion, they are to be disowned. If any Friend shall 
accomplish his marriage by the assistance of a priest, 
he is to be disowned, unless he give satisfaction. 
Should any attend a marriage so accomplished, he is 
to be treated with as a disorderly member. 

It is advised, that Friends who make proposals of 
marriage one to the other, do not dwell in the same 
house and family from that time until their marriage 
be accomplished. 

Monthly meetings are not to permit proposals of 
marriage to be made in them, sooner than a year after 
the .decease of the husband or wife of the party. 

No charge of misconduct ought to be brought for- 
ward against any person at the time of proposing his 
marriage, or during its progress in the meeting. 

Form of Marriage Certificate. 

A. B. of , town of , county of 

-, and state of- , son of C. B. and 



E; his wifev and F. G. daughter of H. G. and I. his 

wifcj of— , town of — -, county of , 

and state of , having laid their intentions of 

marriage with each other, before the monthly meet- 

iiig of the religious Society of Friends, held at -, 

in the state of ■ , they having consent of* . 

'.i; ' -.' - '■ .. .'. 

•"If there be parents and guardians, insert both ; if only parents, or only guar- 
t^jans, let it be so expressed. 
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' ' - ) and nothing appearing to obstruct ; their 

proposal of marriage was allowed by the meeting : 
These are to certify, that for the accomplishment of 
their intentions, this day of the 

month, in the year of our Lord 
they, the said A. B. and F. G. appeared* in a public 
meeting of said Society, held at and 

the said A. B. taking the said F. G. by the hand, did 
on ,this solemn occasion declare, that he took her to 
be his wife ; promising, through Divine assistance, to 
be. unto her a faithful and loving husband, until sepa- 
rated by death, or words to that effect ; and then the 
said F- G. did, in like manner, declare, that she took 
the said A. B. to be her husband ; promising, through 
Divine assistance, to be unto him a faithful and 
loving wife, until separated by death, or words to 
that import. And they, the said A. B. and F. G. 
she, according to the custom of marriage, assuming 
the name of her husband, as a farther confirmation 
thereof, did then and there to these presents s,et their 
hands. 

A. B, 
F. B, 
And we being present, have 

subscribed our names as 

witnesses thereof. 



* If the marriage is accomplished at a dwelling-house, insert, — At the dwelling- 
house of , in the town of , in the presence of a committee appointed 

for that purpose by the monthly meeting of said society, and the said A. B. 



I*1LAH»1V3ESS tm »»£SS, ABDiliSSS, &c. 



Upon the first of thes^e subjects, but bfejeict is to let 
decency, simplicity, -and utility, be tUr motives ; and 
not a cttuformity to tile vain and changeable fashions 
of the vrbtld. This is a prin'ciple, the propriety of 
vrhich, we apptehettd., no serious Christian vrilldeny ; 
and whilst, in ages of pride and ^xtravagattcfe' iii 
dress, the adoption of it may make us appear singu- 
lar, yet, in relation to us, this singularity is not 
without its use. It is in some respects like a hedge 
abotit us, which, though it may not make the ground 
it encloses, rich and fruitful, yet it frequently pre- 
vents those intrusions, by which the labor of the 
husbandman is injured, or destroyed. 

The conduct which our Society has adopted in this 
respect, is in accordance with the testimony of the 
Scriptures of Truth : " Be not conformed to this 
" world, but be ye transformed by the renewing of 
" your mind," was the advice of the Apostles to the 
Christians who dwelt at the seat of Roman grelndeur 
and luxury. 

And, again, in relation to the female sex : " I will," 
says he, " that women adorn themselves in modest 
"apparel, with shamefacedness, and sobriety; not 
" with broidered hair, or goldj or pearls, or costly 
" array ; but, which becometh women professing god- 
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" Knesa, with good works" :— plainly ehoiwing, that 
such a,dQXB,ings a;?e contrary to the profession of 
godliness. 

The Apostle Peter, also, is very full in his ejfhor- 
tations upon this subject ; *' Whose adorning," saith 
he» " let it not be that outward adorning of plaiting 
" the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of 
" apparel : hut let it be the hidden man of the heart, 
" in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament 
" of a meek and quiet spirit, which is, in the sight of 
'* God, of great price. 

It is, however, highly important, that we should 
maintain more than the form of godliness : and, 
whilst we avoid a conformity to this world, seek 
after that Divine power which will enable us to fulfil 
the other part of the exhortation. 

'■< Be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, 
" that ye may prove what is that good, and accepts 
" able, and perfect will of God," 

Thus, having our minds, and conduct rightly regu- 
lated, we shall fulfil another important apostolic in^ 
junction : " Let not your good be evil spoken of," 

In our address, also, we are bound to differ from 
the world, in several respects ; such as using the sin- 
gular number in speaking to a gingle person ; our 
disuse of the appellation of master, mistress, &c, in 
^ complimentary manner, to such as do not stand in 
these relations to ns ; and our calling the months 
and days of the week by their numerical names.» 
instead of thoise which are derived frqro the Heathen 
deities, 6fc. 
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From these, and other erroneous and corrupt prac- 
tices, the Spirit of Truth led our predecessors in re- 
ligious profession, and, we believe, will continue to 
lead us, as we faithfully follow it. 

The origin of applying the plural number to an 
individual, and of giving complimentary titles to one 
another, is to be traced to vanity and pride. 

Besides this consideration, our practice of using 
the singular number to a single person, is both more 
correct and perspicuous. Nevertheless, it is not by 
reason and propriety alone, that our conduct in these 
things, may be supported. 

Religion, if an attention to the precepts and prac- 
tice recorded in the Scriptures of Truth, has a claim 
to that name, also justifies our conduct. It was no 
doubt, in allusion to the complimentary, and not to 
the proper use of the appellations of Rabbi, Father, 
and Master, that our Lord prohibited the practice 
amongst his followers. 

Speaking of the disposition of the Scribes and 
Pharisees, he says, "They love the uppermost rooms 
" at feasts, and the chief seats in the synagogues, and 
" greetings in the markets ; and to be called of men, 
" Rabbi, Rabbi ; but be not ye called Rabbi, for one 
" is your master, even Christ, and all ye are breth- 
" ren." This is also the case with respect to our re- 
fusing to call the days and months by Heathen names; 
a practice, which is contrary to the injunction given 
to the Israelites : " In all things that I have said unto 
" you be circumspect 5 and make no mention of the 
•' name of other gods, neither let it be heard out of 
thy mouth." 



Wg th^^&ife tfetidetly exliort Jtll 'to cbnsid'^T se!ri- 
ou^y the pTamness and stmplicity which the gospel 
enjoins;^ an'd to manifest it iii theii: dress, speech, 
furniture of their houses,' maniier of liviiig, and gene- 
ral deportment. A declension herein being attended 
with huttful consequericies in iriairiy respects,^ hesidei 
Opening the way for some of our youth more easily 
and unobservedly to attend places of ptiblic resort, 
forthe exercise of sportsjiplays, and other pernicious 
divcTsions, from which, truth taught our ancients, tind 
still teaches us, to refrain. '" ' 

And, in order that Friends who are active mem- 
bers of the Society, may be useful in their several 
stations, in checking the increase of deviations from 
plainness, as well as in removing those which already 
sorrowfully exist, it is affectionately desired, that 
they may evince their dedication to the Lord's cause, 
by the uprightness and consistency of their own ex- 
ample, showing forth a general moderation, and true 
simplicity in all things, becoming the followers of 
Jesus Christ : thus, they will be qualified availingly 
to labor in the vineyard ; to nip the early buddings 
of wrong things : and to prune away those that have 
become stronger, and which, being suffered to remain, 
may entirely spoil the vine. 

But, should any so far depart from that simplicity 

which truth leads into, as to imitate and adopt the 

vain and extravagant fashions of the world, in speech, 

behaviour, apparel, the furniture of their houses, or 

in other respects, it is earnestly desired, that Friends, 

from time to time, when such things appear, take 

9 
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due and; pr]ad^]^^t care therein; and^should any so 
far reject tlje tender admoiiitipn^ of tl;ie^r Fyiends, 
and tj^econcernpf the Society, as tp cpnjipijeifljtheir 
deviations, . their cases ought to be brpught to thp 
monthly meeting for further care and attention ; and 
ifj after .the necessary labor pC the meeting, exr 
tended in the spirit of restoring love, in ordpr tp 
cpRyince |hem pfthe impropriety of their cpnduct, 
and; its, opposition to the principles and approved 
practice of the. Society, they cannot be reclaimed, 
they are to be disowned. 



I>AirS AlVD Timiis. 



FrtiENDS should keep to the simplicity of Truth, 
and our ancient testimony agtiihst the superstitious 
observance of days and times, and calling the days 
and months by Heathen names. ' '- 

In order that the- importance of this Christian tes- 
timony may be the more clearly discerned, the fol- 
lowing account is recommended to the serious con- 
sideration of Friends. 

A brief account of the origin of the ilames, com- 
monly used, of some of the months in the year, and^ 
of all the days of the week. "ff 

1. January was so called from* J antis, an ancient 
king of Italy, whom heathenish superstition^ had dei- 
fied ; to whom a temple was built, and this moAth- 
dedicated. .' 

2. February was so called from Februa, a word' 
denoting purgation by sacrifices ; it being usual in 
this month, for the priests of the Heathen god Pah, to 
offer sacrifices, and perform certain rites, conducing, 
as was supposed, to the cleansing or purgation of 
the people. 

3. March was so denominated fr6m Mars^ feigned 
to be the god of war, who, Romulus, founder of ' the 
Roman empire, pretended was his father. ''n :,v| 
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4. April is generally supposed to derive its name 
from the Greek appellation of Venus, an imaginary 
goddess, worshipped by the Romans. 

5. May is said to have been so called from Maia, 
the mother of Mercury, another of their pretended 
heathen deities, to whom, in this month, they paid 
their devotions. 

6. June is said to take its name from Juno, one of 
tl^e supposed goddesses of the Heathen. , . 

, 7, July, so called from Juliua CsesaT, Qiie of the, 
Roman emperors, who gave his name to this month, 
Avhich before was called Quintilis, or the fiftb., 

8. August, so named in honor of Augustus Caesar, 
anothftr of the RoHian emperors. Thi§inonth befoj;© 
Wm.^ CfflSJs.^i Sextilis, or the sixths,, 

J! H s;r 1 ;ir four mouths, namely, September, Octo- 
aer, iioYember, and December, still retain their nu- 
merical Latin names ; which, according to the last 
regulation of the calendar, are improperly applied. 
However, from the continued use of them hitherto,, 
a? welj as from the practice of the Jews before the 
Babylonish capativity, it seems highly probable that 
the method of distinguishing the, monjha by their 
numerical qrder only, was the most ancient, as it i? 
the most plain, simple, and rational. 

4s. the idolatrous Romans thus ga,ve names to 
several of the months, in hon,or of their pretended 
deities, so the like idolatry, prevailing among the 
Saxons, ind.uced them to call the days of the week 
by the name of the idol, which,, on thqit day, thjey, 
peculiarly worshipped. 
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Hence ; the first day of the week they called; Sun- 
day, from their customary adojatiqn of the- sun on 
that day.. 

The second day of the week they called Monday* 
from their usual custom of worshipping: the moon on 
that day. 

The third day of the week: they named Tuesday, 
in honor of one of their idbls called Tuisco. 

The fourth day of the week was called Wednesday, 
from the appellation of Woden, another of .th<jir 
idols* 

The fifth day of the week was called Thursday, 
from the name of an idol called Thor, to whom they 
paid their devotions on that day. 

The sixth day of the week was termed Friday, 
from the name of Freya, an imaginary goddess, by 
them worshipped. 

The seventh day was called Saturday, from Seater, 
by them worshipped ; or from Saturn, an imaginary 
deity of the Romans. 

Seeing, therefore, that these appellations and names 
of daj'^s, months and times, are of an idolatrous or 
superstitious origin, contrary to the Divine command, 
the practice of good and holy men in former ages, 
and repugnant to the Christian testimony borne by 
our faithful friends and predecessors in the Truth, 
for the sake of which they patiently endured many 
revilings ; let neither the reproach of singularity, nor 
the specious reasonings of such as would evade the 
cross of Christ, turn any aside from the simplicity of 
the gospel, nor discourage them from keeping to the 
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language of • truth, in denbmmatirig! the months and 
days according to the plain and nutnerical way. of 
expression; thereby following the example of our 
worthy elders, and coming up in a noble and honor- 
able testimony against those, and a;ll other remains 
of idolatry and superstition. ^ 

Believing that no religious act can be accepta^Dle 
to God unless produced by the influence of his Holy 
Spirit, our' members cannot consistently join ^ith 
any in the observance of public fasts, feasts, or what 
are termed holy days ; or such injunctions and forms 
as are devised by the will of man in these respects, 
nor conform toi the custom of iliuminaJing hoiises; 
nor do any act as a mark of joy for victory obtained 
in war, or for any other occasion of pubUc xejoicing. 



TRADE. 



. The manifestations of the spirit of truth, when 
duly regarded, lead dut of bondage to the spirit of this 
world ; but the inordinate love and pursuit of worldly 
riches, often lead those who are captivated thereby 
into many difficulties and dangers, and ob^stfuct the 
work of religion in the heart : And in order that the 
service of our religious Society may not be lessened, 
nor its reputation dishonored, by the imprudence 
of its members in their vvorldly engagements, let 
them be careful not to engage in such business as 
they do not understand, and avoid exteqding their 
concerns beyond their abilities to manage, and at the 
risk of others; and endeavor, on all occasions, 
strictly to perform their promises, and fulfil their 
contracts. . , 

It is particularly; advised that none " make haste 
to ; be rich," by engaging in hazardous enterprizes ; 
but that all content themselves vpith a plain and mode- 
rate way of living, consistent with our religious pro- 
fession. When any amongst us err, or are in danger 
of erring, in, these respects, let them, be seasonably 
and faithfully admonished. • 

It is recommended that Friends annually inspect 
the, state of their affairs and keep their accounts so 
clear and accurate, that they may, at any tjme, easily 
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ascertain whether they live within the bounds of their 
circumstances. 

When any find that there is danger of their not 
having sufficient property to discharge their just 
debts, they should immediately consult with some 
judicious Friends, and, if they advise it, without loss 
of time* Inake their jcircilriistamceS known to their 
creditors; being careful -to make a just'>aad equal 
distribution, av®idiffg title too common andinjurlous 
practice of paying liiose who steind las se'difitfissj Jiia 
preferfefic6 to (Sthet cj-edito*s. 't&iB X"^^^'^^'^'^ 

When any persons, by living above theiTmeans^ or 
frOitt a want of punctuality ii» fulfilling their ittDa^ 
trafets, giye overseers sufficient cause to bplieve' that 
they are declining iji their circumstances, and Mkeif 
to fail, it is advised that they %e s6asdhfeb}y ofii^dS^ 
with ; ^nd if it appear Requisite, cok&SelteS to call 
their creditors together withid)Ut delay. Jlf^ ^Oftwitfea 
statiding this Sdvice, they ^411 pfeTsist, attd rijk> iikbf 
embari^ssment, to the injury bf oth-erS, and to thieir 
own disreputation, the monthly meeting -to wbrdi 
they belOiig, iste'be timely informed tife^<jf^<|ia8it!he 
meeting should iptdceed fd tje^.t Mtti TheM. If 'this 
labor also prove ineffectual, the iheelirig i^^atfifefei^lj^ 
to disown them."^*^' 'f*'" <9 '■ '-J :i-'"' "^^ V '•' '^■e'? 

'Cases of public failure in btisine¥s,' should be 
brought to the monthly meeting, tiiiless inc'aseS'Which 
are attended with such circuin stances fi,s shali iiidiibe 
tlie overseers and other concerned Friends, %hdm 
they may d6nsiilt^ to be iinited in pW^pect that if i<i 
unneces'sary. '" ••, "f"' T.^''^ ^-""'^^ ,i/j.oiuaa;!; oar, -ir.oh 



TRADE, 



65 



And when monthly meetings, in examining the 
cases of those who have fallen short of the payment 
of their just debts, discover conduct which brings 
a reproach on our religious Society, such offenders, 
after the extension of suitable labor, should be dis- 
owned, unless they condemn their misconduct in a 
satisfactory manner. 

When failures occur, and the cases are under the 
care of monthly meetings, committees, appointed to 
visit the parties, are to make due inquiry in what 
manner their accounts have been kept, and how their 
deficiencies have happened, and report accordingly. 
Friends are advised to be cautious in receiving 
collections, or bequests, for the use of the poor, or 
other purposes of society, from persons who have 
fallen short of the payment of their just debts, al- 
though they may be legally discharged by the volun- 
tary act of their creditors; for, until such persons 
have discharged their debts, their possessions cannot, 
in equity^ be called their own. When failures of this 
kind occur, and the debtors dechne making further 
payments towards the remaining balances of their 
just debts, when of ability to do it, the overseers, 
after extending the necessary labor, should inform 
the monthly meeting thereof, which ought to inquire 
the cause ; and if, after a tender arid brotherly exami- 
nation, it should appear that their circumstances are 
such, as to render it clearly adviseable, that a farther 
payment be offered to the creditors, or that a state- 
ment of the debtors' affairs should be laid before the 
creditors, and the question submitted to them, whether 

10 
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a payment should be naaid^ at tl^at time, pr,feferrfid to 
a future day, let advice be given to thenj acpordingly ; 
and on their refusal, after the cpntinued extension of 
tender labor, the mpnthly paeeting is fit liberty tp 
disown them. 

When Friefifis accept tl^q pffiee of trusj;pes qr as- 
signees, they should be active in collecting the effects 
of the estate, and punctual in making speedy dis- 
tribution. 

When any in prpfessipn with us are about enter- 
ing into partnerships in trade, they should keep in 
view the prqpriety q,nd safety of connecting them- 
selves with members of pur Spciety ; but should any 
Friend become iL partner with a person not in mem- 
bership yyith us, ^nd ai. failure in the performance of 
engagements, or neglect of the seasonable payment 
jof just debts on the part of the said partnership, 
shoiald give reasqnahle occasiqu for ?i procedure at 
law; in such case, a creditor, who, may be a niember 
of our Spciety, shall be at liberty to proceed ^.ecord- 
ingly : it appearing very improper that the usual 
,cours,e of justice should be obstructed by any pf our 
niemljer^ connecting thenaselveg with thosie who ^re 
not in prpfession with us. 

And let all consider well the groun,d on which they 
become endprsers, oy joint securities ; lest, for want 
of due conside|r^t>pp, apy involve tljemselves and 
families in ruippus circunistanpes, and ri^k their own 
peace of mind. 

It is affectionately desired, that Friends may be 
cautious in all their engagements, aud not suffer 
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their minds to be captivated by an inordinate desire 
of riches ; remembering the observations made by 
the apostle in his day, and often verified in ours, that 
" They who will be rich, fall intb temptation and a 
" snare :" and erring from the faith, " pierce them- 
" selves through with many sorrows." 

Even when riches, to any extraordinary degree, 
have been anlassed by the successful industry of pa- 
rents, how often have they proved hke vrings to their 
childi-en; carrying them beyond the limitations of 
truth, into liberties inconsistent with our religious 
testimonifcsy arid sometimes into enterprizes, Avhich 
have terminated in irreparable damage to their teih- 
pdiral afiairs,' and a sbrrowful neglect of the great 
^ork of the soul's salvation. - 



PARENTS AIVI> CHIIiDRElV. 



As, next to our own souils, our children are the 
imniedrate objects of our care and concern, parents 
and heads of families are entreated to lay to heart 
the great and lasting importance of a religitius. edu- 
cation to the youth ; and to be solicitous that: their 
tender and- susceptible minds may -be' impressed 
with virtuous principles, and a just sensie ofnthef 
Divine Being, his wisdom, goodness, poiwer, and 
omnipresence. 

The importance of an early instruction in the law 
of God, is set forth with peculiar strength, clearness, 
and solemnity, in Dent. vi. 4th, &c. " Hear, O Israel, 
" the Lord our God is one Lord, and thou shalt love 
" the Lord thy God with all thine heart, and with 

all thy soul, and with all thy might : and these 
''' words which I command thee this day, shall be in 
♦' thine heart : and thou shalt teach them diligently 
" unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when 
" thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest 
"by the way, and when thou liest down, and when 
" thou risest up." 

Although virtue docs not descend by lineal suc- 
cession, nor piety by, inheritance, yet the Almighty 
graciously regards the sincere endeavors of those 
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parents, whose early and pious care is over their 
offspring for, good; Be ye, therefore, examples to 
them in your meetings, your families, and employ- 
ments. Keep them out of the vain fashions, the cor- 
rupt customs, and unprofitable conversation of the 
world ; laboring to convince their young and tender 
minds of the propriety of restraint, when necessary ; 
exhorting them in meekness, and commanding- in 
wisdom ; and, as they advance in age, guard them 
against reading plays, romances, and all other publi- 
cations of a nature prejudicial to the promotion &f 
Christianity ; likewise against public pastimes and 
diversions : all which have a tendency to draw the 
incautious mind from a sense of religious duty ; to 
bring it into a state of alienation from the divine 
life ; and to deprive it of that inexpressible comfort 
and delight attendant upon the daily exercises of re- 
ligion and virtue. And be ye concerned to discharge 
your important and awful duty with scrupulous at- 
tention. It is often too late to warn the youthful 
mind of danger, when your own negligence, or in- 
dulgence, hath suffered your offspring to deviate from 
the path of simplicity. If you fail to suppress the 
early beginnings of undue liberty, how can you ex- 
pect a blessing on your endeavors, when farther 
deviations at length arouse your attention ? Early, 
therefore, add restraint to instruction, lest your 
children become so accustomed to improper indul- 
gences, as to slight and disregard your authority, 
when its exertion has at length appeared to you ab- 
solutely necessary for their safety and preservation. 
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If any parents willingly indulge children^ un- 
der their care, in sucH extra\tagancies and excesses 
as are herein poihted out, and persist thereinj disre- 
garding the continued, tender labor bf their friends 
to bring: them to a sense jof their religious duty, 
monthly meetings are at liberty to disown them. 

In much love to the rising generation, they are ex* 
horted to avoid the many vanities ahdenfenaring cor- 
ruptions to -which they ar6 exposed.. Bear in mind* 
djear youthi that " the fear of the Lord is the begin- 
ning of wisdom." Tsike the advice of religiously con-i 
eerned paa;entSj gjlardiansi and friends ; ever riemem-i. 
beringj that children ought to obey their parents in 
the Lord, attd;tha't disobedienOQ herein ia a breach of 
thei riloral law; and offensive in the Divine jight. 
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In conformity to repeated scrip tiirp injunctioil j and 
agreeably to the ai^pient practice of Friends, the poor 
ainpngst us, claim, and ought to receive, our particu- 
lar and tender care and attention : and, ip order that 
competent assistance may be afforded to this class, 
not only by relieving their immediate necessities, but 
by aiding thpm in such business as they may be b^pt 
qualified for, each monthly meeting should have sea^ 
i^pjiabJe collections made, and the money placed in 
the hands of thp treasurer of said meeting, for the 
exclusive purpose pf assisting those of this descrip- 
tion : and, as it is reasonable to expect, from the 
vicissitudes attending human life, that we shall al- 
ways have more or less poor in Pur ^pciety, ampngst 
whpm may be spme who have a peculiar claim to 
pur sympathy, having tp struggle with accumulated 
difficulties tp suppprt themselves and their families, it 
is aiFeetipnat^ly desirpd, that Friends may show a 
liberality, proportionate to their jneg,ns, in contribut- 
ing to this benevplent purposQ, 

Apd? ip order that this concern may be carried 
more fully into effect, a suitable number of judicious 
meii and women Frieods should be separated in each 
mPBthly meeting, tp iospePt intP the nepessitiea pf the 



72 POOR. 

ipOOlr, tind those who may appear likely to require as- 
sistance ; and not only relieve their immediate neces- 
sities, but assist them in such employments as they 
Tnay be capable of; in doing which, they are to pro- 
'ceed with great tenderness to the feelings of those 
who are the objects of their appointment ; carefully 
avoiding any unnecessary disclosure of their names, 
-or the assistance rendered them. 

And that Friends, lappbinted to the oversight of 
the poor, may be enabled to proceed in the manner 
above described ^ they should have the appropriation 
-of the fund herein alluded to, and the drafts on the 
Tnonthly meeting's treasurer, signed by as many of 
the overseers of the poor as the monthly meeting 
•may think proper, should not designate the indivi- 
duals to whom assistance is to be, or has been ren- 
dered ; but their proceedings are to be subject^ at any 
time, to the inspection of a committee of the monthly 
meeting. 

Overseers of the poor are to consider it thieir duty, 
to give particular' attention, that the children of 
Friends, in low circumstances, be furnished with an 
opportunity of getting a competent pbrtion of school- 
learning, to fit them for business. 

And Friends are advised, in disposing of their es- 
tates by will, to consider of the propriety of applying 
a portion thereof to the use of the poor ; which the 
Gstablishment of this fund will afford an opportunity 
of doing, and placing their bequests under the imme- 
diate care of the Society; and, to aid them therein, 
the following form of a bequest is inserted ; namely. 
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I give and bequeath (or if it be land, I give and 
devise) unto A. B. treasurer of the fund established 

by the monthly meeting of , of the 

rcligiows ;§o^iety pf Ff ien^jgj f&jr t]^.jjf lief nof poor 
Friends, and the assisitg,nce|^|"jth;<l^ who are in strait- 
ened circumstances, within the limits of the said 
monthly meeting, and to his successor and successors 
in that trust ; and, if the said monthly meeting should 
be discontinued, the said bequest, (or devise) is to go 
to the qaaptesty' tamthig to wMch time said?TOpBlfcly 
ifiifeetijjg beloiiged, f&J the same fxitpam. 



RE<itlTX:S'I'S "to BE! RECCIITED INTO 
iwsROBERSmi^. 



, , Keque^ts from those who desire to be received iint«i 
membership, are to be introduced by th« overseers, 
and read in the preparative meeting ; and, if no im- 
propriety appear in their being forwarded to the 
monthly meeting, they should be sent with the min- 
utes of the preparative meeting. 

The preparative meeting, or the overseers, are not 
to judge of a request so as to prevent its going to the 
monthly meeting, though either may observe to the 
requester any manifest obstruction ; but, should he 
continue desirous to have it laid before the monthly 
meeting, it is to be forwarded accordingly. 

The monthly meeting should appoint some suitable 
Friends to inquire into the life and conversation of 
the requester, and to take the necessary opportuni- 
ties with him, in order to ascertain whether the mo- 
tives for the request be sincere, and on the ground of 
convincement, and to report their sense thereon ; and 
when the meeting concludes to receive the person 
into membership, a minute to that import is to be 
made, and two or more Friends are to be appointed 
to inform him of it. 
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Monthly meetings are to receive into membership 
young children, whose parents are members, on the 
application of their parents, unless it should appear 
to the meeting that they are not likely to be educa- 
ted consistently with our profession. 

When the request is for children, one of whose pa- 
rents is a member and the other not, monthly meet- 
ings are to receive such children at the request of 
the parent who is a niembef, when there is a proba- 
bility of their beiiig educated agreeably to our reli- 
gious profession. 



BTii!i;A8 ANO JKEA-mtLS, ; 



As much inconjepienee -vv^ould be Ukely to result 
frpm ^ waot pf due, a,ttej^tiQn tp keeping a record :Qf 
births and deaths, monthly meetings are aniiually ^tq 
appoint a committee, of which one or more should be 
from each preparative meeting, to collect an account 
of all the births and deaths of members, which have 
occurred within their respective limits, during the 
preceding year ; to be by them handed to a Friend, 
appointed by the monthly meeting, to record them, 
in a book provided for that purpose. 

Tlie form of the record is as follows, viz : 



BIRTHS. 



Names of 
children. 



Names of 
the deceas'd. 



When 
born. 



Names of 
the parents. 



DEATHS. 



When 
deceas'd 


Age. 


Parents' 
names. 



Their 
residence 



Late 
residence. 



Friends are to avoid the practice of handing wine, 
or spiritous liquors, at our funerals, or partaking of 
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them at the funerals of others : and they are advised 
to demean themselves with that gravity which be- 
comes those ^olemn. occfisipns^ , 

That burials may be accomplished in an orderly 
manner, monthly meetings are directed to appoint a 
committee to attend those of our Society, and the 
funerals of those not in membership with us, who are 
ijfit^red in our grounds 5 permission for the interment 
of tlie latter is tq be obtained from this committee; 
which is to see that they are conducted in a manner 
becoroingJ the occasion, and agreeably to the direc- 
tions before expressed. This cominitteeiare also to 
take care that our biirial grounds be' properly enclos' 
ed, and kept in decent order. i 

Friends are to avoid the vain custom of , Wearing 
Oi" giviiig mourning habits, and' ail extravagant eis* 



penses aboiit the interment of the^dead ;! g^j^^ ^o m-ave 
stones are to be placed in our burial grounds that 
shall exceed 8 inches in height above the surface of 
the ground, 5 inches in thickness, and 16 inches in 
width ; containing no inscription, except the name of 
the deceased, with the name of husband or wife, or 
parents, when desired ; and the date of birth and 
death. 



REinOTAIiS AWI> CERTIMCATES. 



.'When Friends have a prospect of removing, they 
■should be careful not to suffer wrong motives to influ- 
■ence their conclusions: and before such steps, are 
-taken as may close the way to receiving advice, they 
•are advised to take the counsel of some of their, ex- 
perienced, friends, on the propriety of the proposed 
removal : and elders, overseers, and other concerned 
Friends, when they hear of any inclining to remove, 
are to consider it their duty, in brotherly love, to 
<coun8el them to observe the foregoing advice. 

When any remove, they should have a certificate 
from the monthly meeting of which they are mem- 
bers, recommending them to the monthly meeting 
where they are going to reside, expressive only of 
their right of membership, and settlement of tempo- 
ral concerns; to be founded on inquiry made by a com- 
mittee appointed for that purpose, and the committee 
are not to confine their inquiries to the monthly 
meeting where the person resides, if there be reason 
to believe that his affairs are not settled in other 
places. If the certificate be for a recommended 
Minister, it should be expressive thereof. 

When a certificate of removal, to include both 
sexes, is to be prepared, a joint committee should be 
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appointed, to make the inquiry and prepare an essay ; 
and the certificate should be signed by the clerk of 
each meeting. 

When a certificate of removal is produced to the 
meeting to which it is directed, it shall be the duty 
of that meeting to accept it, unless there be some 
manifest obstruction j and when accepted, the Friend 
recommended by it shall be a member of that meet- 
ing. 

Removal certificates should be forwarded for ap-i 
prentices, and others under age, who are placed within 
the limits of another monthly meeting. 

Monthly meetings are advised to extend due care, 
that certificates of removal be seasonably forwarded, 
to the meetings to which they are directed. 
, : Certificates of removal are to be preserved, by re- 
cord or otherwisej by the monthly meeting accepting 
them ; and each meeting should keep records of all 
certificates which it issues. 



The following addition was made by the Yearly Meeting in 
1864. 

When it shall be ascertained by the overseers, that 
any of oui' members have removed fi'om under the 
care of Friends, and are absent for the space of five 
years without in any way claiming their right of 
membership, Monthly Meetings, after the necessary 
care, shall be at liberty to erase their names from 
•the records of their members. 



DIFFEREWrCES AWB ARBITRATIONS. 



Should differences arise between any members of 
o«r Society, about their temporal concerns, according 
to ancient and comely order, brother ought not to go 
to law with brother, except from apparent and urgent 
necessity, as is hereafter expressed and limited ; 
namely, the party thinking he has reason of com- 
plaint, is to speak in a calm and friendly manner, 
or, if he lire at a distance too great to do it in person, 
he should write to the party by whom he thinks himself 
injured, or in danger of suffering in his just right j 
endeavoring by gentle means, in a brotherly manner, 
to obtain it ; but if this orderly proceeding prove in- 
effectual, either himself, or, if he live at a distance, 
some friend to whom he may write and empower on 
his behalf, should take one or more of the overseers, 
or other judicious Friends, and in like manner make 
the claim ; and the Friends accompanying the com- 
plainant are to use their endeavors to have the 
matter justly and expeditiously settled between the 
parties. Should the case appear to be a plain one, 
or a debt against which no reasonable objection is 
made by the debtor, they are to advise the party 
complained of to make satisfaction, without carrying 
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it eithqr.to arbitrators or to the meeting : but should 
there appear to be either unsettled differences in 
accounts, or cause for dispute, and they cannot 
effect a settlement between the parties themselves, 
they are to advise them to submit it to arbitration. 
If either party refuse to do this, such refusal ; ought 
to be represented to the preparative meeting by the 
overseers, or by the other party, if neglected by 
them; previous notice of which is to be given to the 
person complained of. And, provided the parties 
cannot, by the meeting's care, be brought to an agree- 
ment, or to refer the subject to arbitration, the comr 
plaint should, be carried from the preparative to the 
monthly meeting, previously notifying the party com- . 
plained of. The first proceeding of the monthly 
meeting should be, to inquire whether the beforemen- 
tioned gospel order has been duly observed : and if 
it has not, the complaint is to be referred back to the 
preparative meeting, and no notice of the subject 
taken on minute: but should it appear, that the ne- 
cessary care has been previously taken, the monthly 
meeting is to appoint a committee, to have a confer- 
ence with the parties, and to ascertain whether the 
case be attended with such circumstances, as will 
justify the monthly meeting, in advising it to be left 
to arbitration. Should this appear to be the case by 
the report of the committee, the parties are to be 
again advised to submit the subject to arbitration ; and 
if either of them refuse to comply, the monthly meet- 
ing, after the necessary labor with the person refusing 
should proceed to disown him. , 

12 



8!J vi^P&KkVf^m ASH ARfiiTRAi'idir*'. 

When d caige &( diflfeipeiice haabeeii gflbmitlted tb' 
aibiifStik^ji the amwJ ought to fee fiMF, fliftlesS it 
shduld apipi^ar H<!>tori'oiu'sfy evident, that the arM'frIa-' 
tors hdL^b ttiatdriallj erred- in their pidtgrnent or pi-b^ 
c«edi'0ig#, oi> Have not givett sufficient oppt)rtunity of 
p«!Q4flci»g t&« neeessar^ evidence in the ca-Se : #here 
this appears e*Ment to the monthly nieefing, the qukri. 
tenly meeting should' be informed, that the' monthly 
meetirig has^ a case beft)i*e it, in which it d'esi*iJes as** 
sistaaee 5 afiJ tte quartferty meeting i» io ap^ptfiiit' d' 
comHiittieie to sif with, sfiid- atesiist the moflthly inebtiiig^ 
therein! ;i suM shtfM'd' it appear on Bttature dou'sidi^ra,'- 
ti®j*, I'Rat' fhferie'^ is' cause for dissati^factS^iiVd. i*eh6ar- 
ing ^t&b6\ gMM^i^hf tfter same, oi* o^Sk^t* arbittatbi^s', 
ai^d! tiiei!< aWard' shall be ffiiail. 

-iWhBH at'biti*ati0i's afef eho^eti in aiiy 6as4, i^&f 
ottghtv as speedily i^ iiikf Be, to appoint time ati'd' 
pfeee, smd attend duly to the* su*bject, gitiiig' the 
partieisi andi their v«*ito©ssteS a full a.ild^ fair Hearingj in 
the>ptiewei>!0esQf each othfe¥ j they shorfd' avoid urifle- 
fcessary delaty,. kiiSf miake' the a#ard wiflfih' the time 
a|rp0iQted. 

Ais there may be 6ircunistailces which WOuM reii- 
dbr it unreasonable to recjuire a eompKaneC with the 
befeementioned procedure, such as, firstly, the party 
absconding, or leaving the couiitry with the design 
of defrauding his creditors 5 or, secondly, when the 
time it would take to go through the nieeting, might 
be a manifest damage to the creditor or claimant, as 
in cases of appaTent danger of bankruptcy, and the 
party being largely in debt, and other creditbirs gene- 



rally 'Comioetteiog (SuijtSi oi ©therwise Becilriilg >theiiir 
demands; or when, by the statute lof Hamit^ii^V ^ 
-claim (fixayfbeibarjied^iiri law; ioTj 'tlu*dlyi when rtiere 
TOay be-dang'er of foturie jteiage yW those who magr 
ipubmit tiheretft, ,as in th« case .of (CKecutobs, adminia- 
.trrttorflj •.tnijsteeSi or .F«i|efads 'H'lho istand as iafecTpritlyr 
fpj! ithosj? 'Who aire J&ot in jHieniberfihip fwith hsj'it 
paay therefore be necessatyj aiidit is (advised f 48^1 
monthly meetings hold excused such as shall appear 
to them to be thus necessitated to proceed at law ; 
and the parties are cautioned to conduct themselves 
towards each other, with decency and pnoderation, 
without anger or animosity, which wiU be a becom- 
ing testimony, even in courts, and show that nothing 
but the nature of the case, and our common station 
with our neighbors, under the laws of the land, bring 
any of us there. 

If any person iii membership with us, shall arrest, 
or sue at law, another member, without proceedipg 
in the manner herein before prescribed, he should be 
treated with for it ; and, unless he make sati^faptiop, 
he is to be disowned. 

It is advised that persons, differing about temporal 
concerns, do, as seldom as may be, choose Ministers 
for arbitrators. 

And as it is our duty to seek peace with all men, 
jand to avoid giving provocation, or just offencp Jo 
any, it is advised that Frieqds do not go to law with 
others not of our profession, without due ponsidera- 
tion, and having sufficient caiusp fpj: i); ; manifesting. 
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in contested casesi a decided preference for a settle- 
ment by arbitration, i 

Friends ought to give no just cause for others to 
go to law with them ; but they should carefully com- 
ply with their promises and contracts ; and, when 
they have reasons for objecting to a demand, they 
should show a readiness to settle it between them- 
selves, or submit it to reference. 



scriptures of the oi-» ajtd wew 
testajheivts. 



It is affectionEitely recommended to Friends, espe- 
cially parents and heads of families, to endeavor, 
both by precept and exampl^, to impress on the 
minds of the younger class, a due regard and estei?m 
for those excellent writings, the scriptures of the Old 
and New Testaments ; and to advise them freqijently 
to read and meditate tisercin, and, at prpppr seaspns, 
to instruct them, that the same blessed experience of 
the work of sanctification, through the operation pf 
the Spirit pf Truth, to^ which they clearly bear tes- 
timony, is tp be witnessed now, as in former ages, 
by all who attend to its manifestations. . . Thus, by 
the Divine blessing on this pious care, their youthful 
minds may be led into a firm belief pf the Chri^tiap 
religion, as h^ld forth in ,the ^criptures, and particu- 
larly in those parts whicli relate to th^ mi/apulpus 
birth, holy life, blessed example, dpctriue an4 pre- 
cepts, of our Lord and Saviojur Jesus Christ. 



BOOKSi 



Agreeably to the directions given to the meeting 
for suiBeritigs, to take the oversight of all writings 
proposed to be printed, which relate to our religious 
principles and doctrines, Friends who may have such 
jpublications in view, are to lay them before that 
iJDieetirig for its advice and coiicurrence. 

"Should any of oui' aiiembei^ print or ^uWish any 
trriting against the advice dt the meeiiu^ for ^tiftei-- 
ings, or tvliich tends to feXciUd disuriit;^ ' aiid dii^bord 
among^ us, they should be ir^ated with, and, if th^y 
canriot be cJoilyinced d^ the irnpf-bpriety of their c6h- 
atfct, and condcnin the same to' the satisfaction bfdh'e 
monthly meeting, they shoiild Bfe diso-ipbed. 

It 'is incumbent on patents and heads of families, 
to prevent, as much as possible, all ihcJse under their 
di^ecitiori, frdni peilusing |)tiblicalli<!)'n3 Tfs^ifc'h "niay tend 
ib we^fc^ii ih^it cbtffid'eiicfe irl' thfe^CftiriStian rfeli^ion* 
or may excite doubts cdricierning^md autbetiticity of 
the Scr'iptures, and those imp'6rtai!il! trtltHs declared 
in them ; lest their inexperienced minds should be 
poisoned thereby, and a foundation be laid for the 
greatest evils. 

It is also enjoined on all the mejnbers of our reli- 
gious Society, to discourage and suppress the read- 
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ing of plays, romances, and all other corrupting 
books, that have a tendency to awaken and invigorate 
those evil propensities " vrhich war against the soul," 
and which it is the duty, as well as the interest, of 
every Christian mind to keep in subjection. 

Printers and booksellers, in membership with us, 
are cautioned against printing, selling, or lending, 
saith bdoks. , 



sCHoors. 



As it is important that suitable schools fot the 
right education of our youth, should be established, 
Friends are advised to cherish a liberal disposition, 
and make such provision as may encourage well- 
qualified persons to engage in this arduous employ- 
ment. For want of teachers of this description, 
there is reason to apprehend, that children have 
sometimes been committed to the care of persons, 
whose example and influence have betrayed them 
into principles and habits, which have had an inju- 
rious effect on them in more advanced life. 

Friends should endeavor to procure teachers of 
our own religious profession, who are not only quali- 
fied to instruct the youth in school-learning, but to 
co-operate with the Society in their religious en- 
deavors to excite in them a love of virtue, and to 
afford them the good example of a conduct consist- 
ent with our principles.. 

Friends are desired to be careful in the choice of 
suitable school-books, and to select such as are cal- 
culated to direct the susceptible and tender minds of 
youth in the pursuit of piety and virtue ; and it is 
earnestly advised, that the Scriptures of Truth be 
frequently read in our schools. 
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For the promotion of these desirable objects, it is 
recommended to preparative meetings, or when their 
situation is such as to prevent it, to monthly meetings, 
to open subscriptions for permanent school funds, to 
be placed under the care of committees, in order 
that more attention may be given to the religious edu- 
cation of the youth of our Society ; and it is earnestly 
desired, that Friend^ may be increasingly impressed 
with the importance of this incumbent duty. 
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APPREnrXICES. 



Children, who are members of our Society, shoulct 
be placed, by their parents or guardians, with Friends, 
unless, after due inquiry, no suitable place can be 
found; when appHcation should be made to the 
monthly meeting for advice, which is to appoint a com- 
mittee to render the necessary assistance 5 and, if a 
place can be found where the child may be educated 
agreeably to our profession, the tuition being reserv- 
ed to the parent or guardian, the monthly meeting is 
at liberty to act therein as it may judge right. 

Should parents or guardians proceed contrary to 
these directions, they should be treated with, as those 
who disregard the concern of society. 

It is advised, that Friends who take children or 
apprentices, give a preference to our own members, 
and that they be moderate in their terms, that the 
children of Friends in low circumstances, in an espe- 
cial manner, may be brought up to such trades and 
business, is may, with a blessing on their prudence 
and industry, procure them a comfortable living. 

It is the incumbent duty of Friends to instruct all 
children placed under their care in school-learning, 
to fit them for business. 



CITIIi OOTJERKTmENT. 



■Fkiends are advised to demean themselves circum- 
fipectly towards all men, in the peaceable spirit of the 
gospel, to avoid political controversies, or giving just 
occasion of offence to those in government : if we 
dwell in the principle of Truth, our testimonies will 
be preferred to every temporal consideration, and 
Friends are tenderly and earnestly advised not to ac- 
cept offices of profit and honor in the government. 

Friends are not to receive unlawful interest, or be 
concerned in any trade contrary to law ; or in any- 
wise encourage such practices in others. 



SVTVFJMJXGS. 



As, in support of our Christian testimonies, Friends 
are sometimes brought into suffering, they are ten- 
derly advised and exhorted, when requisitions repug- 
nant to our principles are made, that they do ixot, by 
any indirect means, attempt to evade them ; but, in 
the spirit of meekness, patiently; and cheerfully sub- 
mit ; for, by such a temper only, we can show that 
we suffer for conscience' sake. 

Friends should keep an accurate account of liieir 
sufferings, specifying the sum, the time whenlakeo, 
for what, and by whom ; to be handed to, and care- 
fully inspected by a committee of the monthly meet- 
ing; and, if approved, the particulars are to be re- 
corded in a book kept by the meeting for that pur- 
pose : the statement of the amount, and the cause for 
which it was taken, are to be sent from the monthly 
to the quarterly and yearly meetings. 



WII.I.S AIVB DOIVATIOIVS. 



Friends should be provided 'Srith wills ; and 'be 
careful to renew thena as often as occasion may re- 
quire ; to dispose of their property according to jus- 
tice, that it may tend to their satisfaction and peace, 
and the promotion of harmony in their families. 
They are advised, on such occasions, as a prudent 
measure, to consult some of their judicious Friends, 
with respect to the disposition of their estates. 

The making of suitable wills, in time of health, 
may prevent the subject from .claiming attention on 
a sick bed, when the mind should not be diverted from 
a solemn consideration of the awful period of life. 

As much may depend on the conj&dential trust of 
executorship, both with respect to a due care of the 
property, as well as the education and welfare of 
■children in their minority. Friends should be careful 
in whom they place that important charge. 

dPersons employed to draft wills should be of goM 
repute, and have a competent knowledge of the sub- 
ject. Wills should contain a clause empowering 
esecutOTS to submit to reference all -disputed matters 
reiatitve to the estate ; and executors and administra- 
toBS aue to have a full, clear, and perfect inventory 
<jf Ae estate mnaiie out as soon as it can be con- 
veniently accomplished. 



94 MEMORIALS. 

All concerned in wills and settlements, are advised 
to a punctual and faithful discharge of their respec- 
tive trusts, according to the intent of the donors, or 
testators. 

Meetings, concerned in any charitable gifts, lega- 
cies, or bequests, for the use of the poor, or other 
purposes of the Society, should take special care that 
they be not appropriated to any other use than such 
as the donors, or testators, have directed or enjoined, 
by legal settlement, will, or testament. 



jHEIIIORIAIiS. 



To commemorate the lives of the righteous, is a 
tribute due to their memory, and may prove an incen- 
tive to the living to emulate their virtues. Should a 
ntonthly meeting prepare a memorial concerning a 
deceased member, it may be sent to the quarterly 
meeting; and should the quarterly meeting, after 
careful attention, approve of it, it is to be forwarded 
to the meeting for sufferings for inspection and cor- 
rection, and then be laid before the yearly meeting, 
unless the meeting for sufferings should, in some in- 
stances, deem it inexpedient. 



TIT£,ES OF liAlYBS. 



It is recommended to quarterly and monthly meet-- 
ings to make timely and careful inspection into the 
titles of meeting-houses, burial-grounds, and other 
estates, which have been vested in trustees for the 
use and benefit of the Society, or of any of its meet- 
ings," that in case the death of any trustees, or other 
circumstances, should render it necessary, seasona- 
ble care may be taken to appoint others to the trust, 
that future difficulties, and the risk of being deprived 
of such estates, may be avoided. Quarterly and 
monthly meetings are to keep correct records of all 
such trusts and conveyances ; and also a clear and 
regular account of the place where, and the persons 
with whom the papers, minutes, and records, belong- 
ing to our religious Society, are deposited ; and due 
care should be taken to lodge them with suitable 
Friends. 



niETHOD OF ESTABIilSHIirC BISCIPI^IIVi;. 



When any proposition is made fol* a change of the 
discipline, the women's yearly meeting is to appoint 
a committee to act therein, in conjunction with one 
from the men's yearly meeting : which joint com- 
mittee is to report to both the men's and women's 
meeting : and no alteration is to be made in the dis- 
cipline without the consent of both said meetings. 

Proposals for alteration of the discipline, may 
originate in either the men's or women's yearly or 
subordinate meetings, and when such propositions 
originate in a quarterly or subordinate meeting, it is 
to have the concurrence of both the men's and wo- 
nien's meetings in its progress to the yearly meeting. 



